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eros, the great binder and deliverer; while age-old wisdom
has ascribed logos to man as his ruling principle. In modern
speech we could express the concept of eros as psychic
relationship and that of logos as objective or factual interest.
Whereas in the conception of the ordinary man love, in its
real sense coincides with the institution of marriage, beyond
which there is for him only adultery or a strictly proper
friendship, for the woman marriage is not an institution
at all, but a human, erotic relationship, at least she would
like to believe it so. (Because eros is not naive with her,
but mked with other unadmitted motives, such as, the use
of marriage as a ladder to social position, etc., so that the
principle cannot be applied in any absolute sense.) Marriage
means to her an exclusive relationship. She can endure
its exclusiveness all the more easily, without dying of ennui,
inasmuch as she has children or near relatives, with whom
she stands in just as intimate a relationship as she does with
the husband. The fact that she has no sexual connexion
with th^se others means nothing; since the sexual means
so much less to her than the psychic relationship. But it
suffices that she and her husband both believe that their
relation is unique and exclusive. If he happens to be the
' container' he feels smothered by this so-called exclusiveness,
especially when he observes that the exclusiveness of his
wife is nothing but a pious fraud. In reality she is distributed
among her children, and whenever possible, among the
members of her family, thus maintaining many intimate
relationships. If her husband had as many of such relations
with other people, she would be mad with jealousy. But most
men are blind erotically. They commit the unpardonable
mistake of confusing eros with sexuality. A man thinks he
possesses a woman if he has her sexually. He never possesses
her less, for to the woman the erotic relation is the only real
and determining factor. To her marriage is a relationship
with sexuality as .an accompaaiiment. Since sexuality, because
of the consequences, is somewhat formidable, it is also

